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President’s Update 
Tara Barrett, President 
 
It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to 
our 2005-2006 season of AWIS-PHL events! I 
am excited to welcome two brand-new faces 
to the Executive Board Ð Secretary Janeta 
Nikolovski and Treasurer Liz Ottinger will 
join President-Elect Marian Knechel and Vice 
President Trish Spera on the Board this year.   
Another new member, Ruth Michener, has 
also agreed to help us by maintaining the 
ChapterÕs membership records.  I am thrilled 
to have several relatively new chapter 
members becoming actively involved in 
planning chapter activities.   
 
Beginning with our annual Networking event 
on September 21st, the board is putting 
together programs for the upcoming year that 
we hope will be interesting and informative 
for everyone.  An area where we really hope 
to focus attention with some of the chapterÕs 
programming in is the importance in getting 
young women in their ÓtweensÓ interested in 
science.  We are really excited about these 
programs and feel theyÕll be very worthwhile 
to our chapter members (both current and 
future!).  If you have a suggestion for a 
program youÕd like to see, please let us know! 
 

Upcoming AWIS-PHL 

Events 
 

September 21, 2005 Networking Meeting at 
Eastern Regional Research Center Ð USDA. 

The following organizations have been invited 
for an evening of networking activities: 
Women Chemists Committee (WCC-ACS), 
National Organization of Black Chemists & 
Chemical Engineers (Delaware Valley-
NOBCChE), Penn Women Chemists and 
Society of Women Engineers (SWE).   
 
October 9, 2005: Members will be at the Sally 
Ride Festival at West Chester University. Event 
itself is for 5th to 8th grade girls. See 
http://www.sallyridefestivals.com/05wcu1009/inde
x.shtml for details.  Please contact Marian Knechel 
(president_elect@awisphl.org) if you wish to help 
us there. 

                
Other events: Speaker/programs being considered 
for this year include:  
- Presentation about negotiating skills for women 
- Presentation by a forensic scientist who was 
involved in the raising of a Civil War submarine 
- A program addressing the need for girls to be 
exposed to technology; this is likely to include a 
program where members can attend with early 
teenage girls 
Please check our website (www.awisphl.org) for 
more details about topic, time and place. 
Also, let us know if you have any other 
suggestions for programs for this year or in the 
future.   
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2005 Elizabeth W. 

Bingham Award 

 
 

Suzanne McCahan (right) introduces Mary K. Howett, 
2005 winner of the AWIS-PHL Elizabeth W. Bingham 
Award, before Dr. Howett's talk, "Mentoring Women in 
Medicine and the Life Sciences." 
 
Dr. Mary K. Howett, Professor and Chair, 
Department of Bioscience and Biotechnology, 
Drexel University received the 2005 Elizabeth W. 
Bingham Award from AWIS-PHL, the 
Philadelphia Chapter of the Association for 
Women in Science.  The award is given every year 
to honor an outstanding scientist who has 
significantly influenced the advancement of 
women in science.  Dr. Howett gave an engaging 
presentation entitled ÒMentoring Women in 
Medicine and the Life Sciences.Ó  Others honored 
at the annual awards dinner, held at Arcadia 
University, Glenside, PA, on May 24, 2005, 
included Ruth Hough, Villanova University, 
winner of the Robert E. Davies Student Travel 
Award; Mary Robinson, University of 
Pennsylvania, winner of the University of 
Pennsylvania Women's Club Student Travel 
Award; and Lisa Zhu, Cherry Hill High School 
East, winner of the AWIS-PHL sponsored 
Delaware Valley Science Council Award.   
 

           
 
Michael Rieders, president of National Medical Services, 
was a guest at the 2005 AWIS-PHL Awards dinner.  NMS 

provided additional financial support this year for the AWIS-
PHL High School Science Student Award administered by the 
Delaware Valley Science Council. 
 

Web Address and 

Webmaster 
 
Our temporary webmaster is Dr. Elinor Cantor.  
She can be contacted at webmaster@awisphl.org.  
We can be found on the web at the URL below.  

 
AWIS on the Web  
 
AWIS-PHL:  http://www.awisphl.org/ 
National AWIS:  http://www.awis.org/ 

 

New Look to Our Website 
 
AWIS-PHL is pleased to announce our newly 
redesigned web site (youÕll see that same banner is 
now at the top of our newsletter). Visit 
www.awisphl.org for information on programs, 
membership, and awards.  
You can also review back issues of our newsletter, 
see the list of books in our library, look up past 
meeting topics/speakers, and more.  
We are looking for a volunteer to serve as chapter 
webmaster. If you are interested in helping the 
chapter in this way, please e-mail 
webmaster@awisphl.org. 
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Speakers Sought for 

Jefferson Graduate 

Student Association 
 
Jefferson's Graduate Student Association is asking 
AWIS-PHL for volunteers to speak at two of their 
upcoming programs, one this fall and one next 
spring. The sessions will be held during the day 
and could feature one speaker or a small panel. 
The topics are: 
 
"Bridging the Gap" between basic science and 
clinical work. - to help graduate students 
understand both how a product moves from basic 
research to clinical development and also how 
people move from one area to the other.  This 
could cover both within a company and in terms of 
tech transfer where an academic project gets 
commercialized. 
 
"Women in Science" in which a woman or panel 
of women speak about their professional 
experiences such as personal history, mentors, how 
and why their lives took a given course, obstacles 
and how they were overcome, work/family issues, 
etc.  
 
Anyone interested in being considered please 
contact Ellie Cantor careerprogram@awisphl.org 
by September 30, 2005, with information on your 
possible contribution to either of these topics and 
your availability. Participants will be selected by 
program organizers. 
 

Online Articles of Interest 
Listing here does not mean that AWIS-PHL 
endorses the views of these sites; they are simply 
provided for general interest. 
 

 
 
The U.S. Women's Chamber of 

Commerce™ Announces The National 

Center for Women in Government and 

Corporate Contracting 

 

A complete suite of resources and strategies to 
advance opportunities for women business owners. 
http://www.sblink.us/html/uswcc-gov-con-

launch.aspx 

 
If you see an interesting article, send us the link or 
a copy and weÕll make it available either through 
our website or newsletter! 
 

AWIS-PHL Attendance at 

the National Conference 

for Women in the STEM 

Disciplines Sponsored by 

AWIS 
 

         
 

Ivonne Vidal Pizarro, University of Pennsylvania, learns that 
she will receive the AWIS-PHL Scholarship to attend the 
2005 National AWIS Meeting at Smith College, 
Northampton, MA, June 23-24. 
 
The rolling hills and quaint village of 
Northhampton in central Massachusettes provided 
a beautiful backdrop for the National AWIS 
meeting late June at Smith College.  Attendees 
from our local chapter included Ivonne Vidal 
Pizarro, Marian Knechel, Helen Davies, and 
Phoebe LeBoy.  IvonneÕs attendance was 
sponsored by a scholarship from AWIS-PHL.  
Helen is a former president of National AWIS and 
Phoebe is the current National AWIS secretary.   

The conference highlighted reports on completed 
research that addressed issues for women at 
various career stages in the STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics) 
disciplines.  Inspirational and engaging, the 
speakers at the keynote, plenary, and panel 
discussion included Dr. Shirley Ann Jackson 
(President, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and 
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2004-2005 President of AAAS), Dr. Rita Colwell 
(Distinguished University professor, University of 
Maryland, former Director of the National Science 
Foundation), Margaret E. Ashida (Director, 
University Talent Programs, International 
Business Machines Corporation), Dr. Liane 

Pedersen-Gallegos  (University of Colorado), and 
Marianne Hudson, M.A. (Director, 
Entrepreneurship at the Ewing Marion Kauffman 
Foundation).  Dr. JacksonÕs keynote address can 
be found at 
http://www.awis.org/jacksonspeech.html.   

The afternoon breakout groups comprised of 
attendees from academic, institutional and/or 
corporate realms participated in discussions to 
draw up recommendations for further research and 
a consensus for how well current policies are 
working.  Summaries of the different group 
findings will be made available shortly at 
http://www.awis.org/conferencereport.html.   

From a local chapter perspective, I was 
particularly impacted by the comments of Shirley 
Jackson regarding the ÒQuiet CrisisÓ and the 
declining enrollment of American students in the 
physical sciences, mathematics, and engineering, 
and that we have a potentially robust talent pool of 
talent among young women and underrepresented 
groups.  Upon returning home, a request for 
assistance for the upcoming Sally Ride Festival at 
West Chester University in early October was 
forthcoming  (please see 
http://www.sallyridefestivals.com/05wcu1009/inde
x.shtml for more information).  Encouraged by Dr. 
JacksonÕs words that Òwe must start when they are, 
at least, in middle school, and we must see that 
they are fostered, encouraged, and mentored 
through the years of study and preparation. We do 
not have time to lose.Ó I am looking forward to 
participating as a volunteer at the festival with 
other local AWIS chapter members as well as 
bringing along several female ÒtweenersÓ (ages 9-
14).  If you are interested in participating, or have 
an interest in planning and executing a ÒtweenerÓ 
event in the spring, please email me at 
president_elect@awisphl.org.   

[article by Dr. Marian Knechel, President_Elect, 
AWIS-PHL; top photo courtesy of Edyth Malin; 
photos to right from Ivonne Pizarro]  

 
Dr. Elizabeth Ivey, current President of National AWIS. 
 

 
 
Keynote speaker, Dr. Shirley Jackson, President, Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute and 2004-2005 President of AAAS, who 
spoke on ÒWomen and Science: The Talent Imperative.Ó 
 

 
Plenary speaker Dr. Rita Colwell, Distinguished University 
Professor, University of Maryland, immediate Past-Director 
of the National Science Foundation (1998-2004), and 
currently Chairman of Canon US Life Sciences, Inc. 
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Dr. Phoebe Leboy 

Receives 2005 Lindback 

Award at Univ. of PA 

            

AWIS-PHL member and National AWIS 
Secretary Dr. Phoebe S. Leboy has been 
recognized for her teaching excellence. On May 2, 
she was the recipient of the University of 
Pennsylvania's 2005 Christian R. and Mary F. 
Lindback Foundation Award for Distinguished 
Teaching. Many students refer to Dr. Leboy (of the 
Dental School faculty) as the "perfect mentor" and 
agree that she understands the importance of 
providing students with the opportunities to 
engage in substantive and dynamic research. For 
more on this honor, visit 
http://www.dental.upenn.edu/about/news/05050

2_LindbackAward.htm 

Dr. Helen Davies Wins 

the 2005 Alice C. Evans 

Award from the ASM 

          
Dr. Helen Davies (AWIS-PHL founding member 
and Past-President of National AWIS) was 
awarded the 2005 Alice C. Evans award by the 
American Society of Microbiology.  This award is 
given to a society member in recognition of major 
contributions towards fostering the inclusion, 
development, and advancement of women in 
careers in microbiology. Established by the ASM 
Committee on the Status of Women in 

Microbiology, the award is given in memory of 
Alice C. Evans, the first woman to be elected 
president (in 1928) of the Society of American 
Bacteriologists, now called the American Society 
for Microbiology. Helen is Professor of 
Microbiology at the School of Medicine at the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

In addition, for the 15
th

 time in her career, Dr. 
Davies was voted best professor by the medical 
students at Penn, to win the 2005 School of 
Medicine Teaching Award.  This was awarded last 
April.  

Call for Nominations for 

the Robert E. Davies 

Student Travel Award 

and the University of 

Pennsylvania Women’s 

Club Student Travel 

Award 
AWIS-PHL is involved in two travel grants each 
year, in the amount of $500 each, to support the 
attendance of female students at national meetings 
of the scientific societies appropriate for their 
disciplines at which they will be presenting their 
own research. 
 

The Robert E. Davies Student Travel Award was 

established in 1993 by AWIS-PHL in memory of 

Professor Robert E. Davies whose life was 

characterized by untiring efforts toward the entry 

and advancement of women in science.  

The Robert E. Davies Student Travel Award 
supports a female graduate student from the 
Delaware Valley region to attend a national 
meeting of the scientific society appropriate for her 
discipline at which she will be presenting her own 
research. Advisors are encouraged to nominate 
students for conferences which will provide 
significant exposure for the student and her work.  

The University of Pennsylvania Women's Club 
Student Travel Grant was established in 1996 by 
the University of Pennsylvania Women's Club and  
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is administered by AWIS-PHL. This grant is 
awarded to a female student from the University of 
Pennsylvania.  

More details and link to application forms can be 
found at http://www.awisphl.org/Awards.htm.  
The application deadline is December 1 for 
conferences held any time during the following 
calendar year.  Submit applications for the 2005-
2006 award to: Dr. Suzanne McCahan 
(past_president@awisphl.org). 
 

If you haven't joined (or rejoined) AWIS, please 
consider doing so.  Your membership dues support 
the important mission of national AWIS and your 
local dues help support our section and allow us to 
present programs of interest to all.  Contact Edyth 
Malin for membership forms at 
membership@awisphl.org.  Or you can now join 
online at www.awisphl.org.  A chapter information 
form is on our site with a link to the national site to 
join both organizations online.  Current members 
please use the information form to update contact 
information, especially e-mail addresses. 
 
Contact us at:   
Tara Barrett, President   
 president@awisphl.org 
Suzanne McCahan, Ph.D., Past-President  

past_president@awisphl.org 
Marian Knechel, Ph.D., President-Elect  
 president_elect@awisphl.org 
Patricia Spera, Ph.D. Vice-President 
 vice_president@awisphl.org 
Janeta Nikolovski, Ph.D., Secretary   
 secretary@awisphl.org 
Elizabeth Ottinger, Ph.D., Treasurer  
 treasurer@awisphl.org 
Edyth Malin, Ph.D., Membership 
 membership@awisphl.org 
Ruth Michener, Membership Records 
 membership@awisphl.org 
Ellie Cantor, Ph.D., Librarian 
 books@awisphl.org 
Ellie Brown, Ph.D., Communications 
 awisphlinfo@awisphl.org 
Sheryl Meyer, Ph.D., Newsletter Editor 
 newletter@awisphl.org 
(note: spaces in 2nd-4th e-mails should have an 
underline) 

New Faces on the 

Executive Board 
Two new members of the Executive Board 
attended the board meeting at Ellie CantorÕs house 
on July 6, 2005.  They are Dr. Janeta Nikolovski, 
Secretary (left), who works at Johnson & Johnson 
in central New Jersey and Dr. Elizabeth Ottinger, 
Treasurer, who is a research scientist at the 
University of Pennsylvania.  Introduce yourself 
when you see them at a meeting!   

 

Policy for Advertisement 

of Job Offerings 
It is the policy of AWIS-PHL to advertise job 
offerings by e-mail announcement or in the 
newsletter if at least one of the following 
conditions is met: 

 
! the position is with an academic laboratory or 

not-for-profit organization; 
! the position reports to a member of AWIS-

PHL; 
! the member informing us of a third-party 

announcement can vouch for a mentoring 
environment.  

 
In other cases, we will not post specific jobs, but 
will allow general ads in newsletter if the person 
placing the ad is a member of the chapter or works 
for a company that is an AWIS sponsor. 
Advertisers are also referred to the national office 
to explore posting on the national web site or in 
the AWIS Magazine. All decisions regarding the 
suitability of an advertisement rest with the board 
of AWIS-PHL. 
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Dr. Deborah Pomeroy in 
News for Aid to Victims of 
Hurricane Katrina 
September 12, 2005: From the KYW web site at 
http://www2.kyw1060.com/news_story_detail.cfm
?newsitemid=49255 
 
Local Professors Donate Motor Home 
To Victims of Katrina 
by KYW's John Ostapkovich 
 
Two Arcadia University professors return from the 
hurricane zone Monday evening, after making a 
much needed donation to relief. 
 
Americans have opened their wallets to help 
Katrina's victims, but professors Ruthanne Rust 
and Deborah Pomeroy have done much more. Rust 
says the idea of donating their 32-foot motor home 
was the outgrowth of wanting to do something: 
 
"I wish we could give people a home. I mean we 
wish we could give them a house. We can. We 
have a motor home that we're actually planning to 
sell and we figured this would be a much better 
use for it." 
 
So they loaded it up with donated supplies and 
headed for Baton Rouge to turn it over to a 
Catholic charity. Pomeroy says a sign in the motor 
home window alerted other drivers, some of whom 
also offered help: 
 
"It's like a snowball effect. We just feel so good 
about being able to do it and then we realized that 
other people felt good about being able to help us." 

Dr. Deborah Pomeroy is a former president of 
AWIS-PHL.   


